
Woodside works. The cornea and sclerotic coat were ruptured, the iris
was lacerated, and prolapsus followed. Rest in bed, continued perse-
vering use of cloths wrung out of cold water, and simple laxative medi-
cine, constituted the treatment. The treatment was effectual in prevent-
ing inflammation, which was clearly the only indication in the case.
The termination was as favorable as could be under such circumstances.
A multitude of cases might be recorded in this place in which the

same simple natural treatment, was adopted ; but these instances suffice to
show what Nature can accomplish herself, and the little we have to do to
facilitate her operations.—British and Foreign Medical Review.

ERGOTINE.

The report of the proceedings of the French Academy of Sciences, in
the Presse of the 25th ult. (says a correspondent of the Boston Atlas),
contains the following sketch of the communication of M. Bonjeau, a
physician of Chambery, who has long been investigating the qualities of
the ergot of rye, and who read a paper upon the subject, in which he
examined it in three points of view—its natural history, its chemical com-
position, and its use in medicine. Of the numerous chemical principles,
M. Bonjeau dwelt upon two ; the first is a fixed oil, to which he attri-
butes entirely those properties which make the ergot of rye one of the
most fearful poisons that exist, and one followed by, perhaps, the most
frightful effects ; the second is a watery extract, to which M. Bonjeau
has given the name of ergotine, a name also given by others to another
principle, but admitted, long since, to have none of the properties pecu-
liar to ergot. The ergotine of M. Bonjeau is shown by his experiments
to be exclusively the therapeutical agent of the ergot of rye ; and as it
can be obtained entirely free from the poisonous agent of which we have
spoken, the day is probably not distant, when it will entirely take the
place of ergot in the practice of medicine.
The properties which M. Bonjeau assigns to ergotine are many, but

we must refer those who desire to know more in relation to them, to the
work in which he has himself recorded his own observations and experi-
ments. They are, moreover, those which the most celebrated writers
upon the subject have always attributed to the ergot of rye. There is,
however, one property which deserves to be especially mentioned, on
account of the pains M. Bonjeau has taken to test its reality. He re-

gards ergotine as of especial value in both internal and external hemor-
rhages. It is, in a word, a powerful hemostatic. This property of er-
got has been already proved by the experiments of M. Müller and Dr.Wright. M. Bonjeau has principally relied, in his experiments, uponanimals, as subjects. Unfortunately, they are not proper subjects. The
animals upon which we try these experiments are easily healed by their
own natural resources ; the most dangerous wounds in them are healed
by tbe most simple applications—such, for instance, as the application
ol pressure, or merely closing the wounds. Jt is upon man alone that
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experiments can prove anything decisive, because he alone has this unfor-
tunate peculiarity ; all wounds in him are graver, and healed with more
difficulty than with any other animal. The following extract from the
paper of M. Bonjeau was read at the last session of the Academy.
" On the 5th of the present month (June), about 5 in the evening, a

robust woman, about 40 years of age, in uncorking a bottle, which broke
in her hands, made a deep wound in the centre of her left hand. A
branch of the palmar artery had been opened, and the blood jetted out
with violence. It was thrown out to tbe height even of eight or ten
centimetres. The woman was at first much frightened, aud did all in her
power to stop the blood. Seeing thai she could not succeed, she came
to the city to consult a surgeon. On her way she had bound her hand
tightly with bands of linen, which were bathed in blood when she reach-
ed the office of Dr. Molard.
" After alternately compressing the wound, and leaving it to flow, the

jet of blood being still as strong as ever, I applied a little lint, soaked in
a solution of ergotine, somewhat concentrated, and kept the plug in its
place by a slight compression, much less than that which she had employ-
ed in vain. At tbe end of two minutes the blood ceased to flow. Five
minutes after 1 left the plug to itself, and took it out in twelve minutes
after its application. The opening of the wound was filled by a clot of
blood of considerable firmness. JNo blood made its appearance after-
wards. By way of precaution and to quiet the alarm of the patient,
who was pale with fear, we applied a new plug, dipped as before, and
kept its place by a bandage, without compression. Two days after the
wound was cicatrized ; there was very little accompanying suppuration.
A few days after the woman was able to resume her usual occupation."

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, AUGUST 19, 1846.

Sarsapar-illa Manufacture.—People begin to open their eyes to the
monstrous impositions practised upon the buyers of sarsaparilla. Those
who have read the articles on New York quackery, published some weeks
since in this Journal, will recollect that the method of puttirip; up sarsa-
parilla, and the great aim in view by some of those who have an interest
in the establishments where it is prepared, are briefly detailed. A friend
called in the other day, with four little cups, containing the products after
boiling down a certain quantity of each of the sarsaparillas now in the
market. For example, one ounce of a thick, ropy extract, was obtained
from one pint of the sarsaparilla from one establishment, having the taste
of liquorice paste. Another kind gave four ounces to a pint, which ap-
pears to be well cliaroed with snsar. Another gave four and a half ounces1 to cí

to a pint—possessing an equally rich flavor of liquorice and sugar. The
Shakers' gave no particular flavor or laste that was like either. Thev
iiave no secret in the matter. There are always just six pounds of medí-
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